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May 23, 2012 

 

The Honorable Lawrence E. Strickling 

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling, 

I write to follow up on our conversation regarding actions being taken by the National Telecommunications 

and Information Administration (NTIA) relative to public safety projects receiving Broadband Technology 

Opportunities Program (BTOP) funding as part of the Obama Administration’s initiative to create jobs and 

economic recovery under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  We appreciate your 

interest in discussing this matter with the many stakeholders impacted by your decision. 

As a grant recipient and a leading American manufacturer of communications technology and equipment, 

we place a great emphasis on supporting our public safety customers and your agency by listening to 

concerns and responding accordingly.  This helps ensure we are providing our public safety customers with 

the tools they need to keep America safe.  

With that in mind, we respectfully disagree with your recent decision to suspend a number of BTOP and 

waiver jurisdiction public safety projects across the nation.  This suspension is in contradiction to the 

direction of urgency and timeliness you have provided to these projects for almost 2 years in your capacity 

as Administrator of the NTIA.  

The reversal in NTIA’s position now threatens these critical projects, jeopardizing thousands of jobs, 

stifling important technology innovation and industry growth, costing the impacted jurisdictions and states 

hundreds of millions in local and federal funding and countless hours of staff time – efforts that will be 

crucial for the launch of FirstNet, the nationwide communications system for public safety. And just as 

importantly, your decision will delay the deployment of broadband networks to the First Responders in 

these communities. 

Your justification for suspending the work of the BTOP grantees is based on whether the technology of 

these existing BTOP projects can be integrated into and be interoperable with the nationwide FirstNet 

system. We believe that you can achieve interoperability with the FirstNet system by ensuring that the 

BTOP deployments follow a standards based approach versus driving to the unprecedented level of 

component interchangeability you propose.  When integrated into the nationwide FirstNet system, the 

expense and efforts put forth in completion of standards based BTOP projects can save taxpayers millions 

by lessening potential CAPEX costs for the FirstNet system while accelerating the deployment of a 

broadband network for First Responders.  
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In addition, to provide NTIA an even greater degree of mitigation protection, Motorola Solutions is 

prepared to offer indemnification to NTIA or any respective public safety agency for any equipment 

currently deployed or planning to be deployed for any FCC waiver or BTOP grant recipient if the equipment 

is determined not to be interoperable with the nationwide FirstNet system. 

A standards-based requirement, coupled with our additional indemnification commitment, obviates your 

concerns regarding the efficient use of taxpayer dollars, and should allow these crucial public safety 

projects to continue and get back on their timelines for completion.  A resumption of the progress on these 

projects will also help provide the most advantageous and cost-effective situation possible leading up to the 

FirstNet system launch in the next 2-5 years. 

Proceeding with the BTOP deployments was clearly envisioned.  The FCC, in waiver orders, stated that 

“early deployment” of these test projects would provide insight into “what additional issues may arise for 

public safety in connection with the larger goal of establishing a nationwide interoperable broadband 

network…” (TX Waiver Order) 

Additionally, when Congress passed the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 establishing 

FirstNet, it also clearly understood the value of these BTOP projects as a testing ground for future system 

architecture and technology including language directing agencies of jurisdiction including NTIA to 

leverage these existing projects to utilize “Federal, State, tribal or local infrastructure to maximum extent 

desirable in the construction of the nationwide network.” (Public Law No. 112-96) 

Further, in NTIA’s March quarterly BTOP progress report to Congress, NTIA stated the BTOP projects were 

“designed to serve as a critical set of demonstration projects to help guide the future nationwide 

interoperable public safety wireless broadband network that was authorized by the Middle Class Tax Relief 

and Job Creation Act of 2012.” (NTIA Notice to Congress, March 2012) 

As stated by Congressman Joe Barton (R-TX) at the House Subcommittee on Communications and 

Technology hearing on 5/16/12, “if states that have grants are using them properly, I would hope we have 

the flexibility to let those continue with the understanding that they have to meet the standards and 

integrate into this new program.”  We believe that the majority of stakeholders, both BTOP grant recipients 

and jurisdictions holding waivers, share this sentiment.   

In fact, over two dozen jurisdictions and organizations have expressed this belief, including: the states of 

Oregon, New Mexico, Nevada, Mississippi, Texas, New Jersey, Michigan, Louisiana and Hawaii; the cities of 

New Orleans, Seattle, Irving, Ft. Worth, Charlotte, San Francisco, Oakland, Los Angeles, San Jose, 

Sacramento and Chesapeake VA; and organizations such as the Operators Advisory Group, the National 

Association of Counties, the National League of Cities, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the Public Safety 

Spectrum Trust and others.   
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Motorola Solutions remains committed to working with our customers and all other public safety 

stakeholders in developing the nationwide FirstNet system for America’s First Responders.  These early 

BTOP projects are providing real-time, practical experience while saving taxpayer dollars and creating jobs.  

BTOP projects are meant for integration into the FirstNet system, not suspension because of FirstNet.   

Reconsideration of the BTOP suspension is critical so these projects can move forward and public safety in 

these communities can access broadband networks that they need to do their jobs and keep their 

communities safe as soon as possible.  There are compelling public policy reasons for these projects to 

proceed, and with the addition of Motorola Solutions’ indemnification commitment, there is no basis for not 

moving forward.  Thus, we urge you to reconsider your position, and to allow the BTOP grant recipients 

and waiver jurisdictions to continue their processes, get back on schedule and continue towards their 

completion deadlines. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Greg Brown 

Chairman & CEO 

 

 


